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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the study 
Spongebob Squarepants is an animated television series that was 
created by former marine biologist and animator Stephen Hillenburg. 
Spongebob Squarepants was originated in USA television broadcasting cable 
Nicklodeon owned by MTV Network Kids & Family Group. Spongebob 
Squarepants was, in the first place, the idea of comic book titled The 
Intertidal Zone in the 1980s. Stephen started the work on Spongebob 
Squarepants into a TV series in 1996. On May, 1999, the series was 
previewed on TV and lasts up to now. Spongebob Squarepants became 
widely spread and soon popular for its children‟s comedy. However, the 
problem doesn‟t seem to be something big matter to the Stephen and his 
team. It‟s proven by Spongebob Squarepants winning several awards 
including 6 Annie Awards, 8 Golden reel Awards, an Emmy Awards, 12 
Kid‟s Choice Awards and 2 BAFTA Children‟s Awards. 
Spongebob Squarepants becomes very phenomenal due to its silly jokes 
and good storylines for children and more complex jokes for teenagers as 
well as adults in year around 2000. Salon.com, a progressive news website 
created by David Talbot in 1995 and part of Salon Media Group, indicates 
that the unadulterated innocence of character Spongebob Squarepants is what 
makes the character so appealing. Pattrick Star, Squidward Tentacle, Mr. 
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Crab, and Sandy the Cheek and other characters also play an awesome role to 
this movie that they always engage in any situation, mostly weird situation 
that brings upon „an un-saying message‟. 
From the linguistic perspective, notably pragmatics, the conversation 
that the characters perform on the videos can be analyzed with respect to a 
theory that has profound influence on the following theories in pragmatics, 
Herbert Paul Grice‟s Cooperative Principle. This theory underlies that 
basically human is cooperative in conducting communication, especially 
verbal conversation. To show what goes on in conversation and describe how 
the Cooperative Principle works, Grice formulated guidelines for the efficient 
and effective use of language in conversation. These guidelines are known as 
the maxims of conversation that fall under the category of: Quantity, Quality, 
Relation and Manner. Grice (1989) proposes that the maxims of the 
Cooperative Principle can be broken in several ways, i.e. by flouts or 
exploitations. If any maxim is flouted or exploited, the speaker may imply 
something different from what was literally said. In other words, s/he conveys 
implicature, which at the same time is capable of producing an indirect funny 
effect. 
In this study, at the end, we should notice how far the contribution of 
each of character‟s utterance to the conversation that is away from the basic 
rule we should obey in our daily conversation. Further, an attempt to generate 
the resultant conversational implicature is also made to infer the hidden 
meaning/message behind the characters‟ utterances. 
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B. Formulation of the Research Question 
In conformity with all matters above, this study is intended to figure out 
the answers of the questions below: 
1. What are maxims of Cooperative Principle flouted on Spongebob 
Squarepants series movie? 
2. How are the maxims of Cooperative Principle flouted on Spongebob 
Squarepants series movie? 
3. What is the message behind the flouts of the maxims of Cooperative 
Principle? 
C. Purpose of the Study 
Pertaining to the formulation of the research question above, this study is 
pursued to find out: 
1. The kinds of maxims of Cooperative Principle flouted on Spongebob 
Squarepants series movie. 
2. How the maxims of Cooperative Principle flouted on Spongebob 
Squarepants series movie. 
3. The message behind the flouts of the maxims of Cooperative Principle on 
Spongebob Squarepants series movie. 
 
 
D. Significance of the Study 
Regardless of the purposes of this study, the researcher holds out much 
hope of making a contribution through this research. In general, this study 
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hopefully will make some contributions to a better understanding of the 
relationship between non-observances of the maxims of Cooperative 
Principle and Spongebob Squarepants series movie. 
Moreover, this study can help the readers to understand Spongebob 
Squarepants series movie in many ways can stem from the non-observances 
of the maxims. In terms of the body of knowledge of the theory, the writer 
also hopes that this study can give beneficial information to those who want 
to conduct further studies on Spongebob Squarepants series movie and 
Cooperative Principle. The teachers can also get benefits from the results of 
this study uncovering one of many strategies, which is by being 
uncooperative in conversation (not observing the maxims), to make learners 
more comfortable. 
Finally, it is expected that this study will enrich the researcher‟s 
knowledge of how to apply the theory of Cooperative Principle in analyzing 
Spongebob Squarepants series movie. 
E. Scope and Limitation 
This study will be briefly discussing flouts of Maxims Cooperative 
Principle proposed by P.H. Grice found out on Spongebob Squarepants series 
movie. This study is limited to Pragmatic Analysis by Maxim Cooperative 
Principle theory by P.H. Grice. Since, it is content analysis, the subjectivity 
by the writer may take place. 
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F. Definition of Key Terms 
1. The Cooperative Principle 
A basic underlying assumption we make when we speak to one 
another is that we are trying to cooperate with one another to construct 
meaningful conversations. This assumption is known as the Cooperative 
Principle. 
2. The Maxims of Cooperative Principle 
Grice came up with the following maxims of conversation that fall 
under the four categories. A “maxim” is kind of a rule of thumb. 
a. Quantity 
 Make your contribution as informative as is required. 
 Do not make your contribution more informative than is required. 
b. Quality 
 Do not say what you believe is false.  
 Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence. 
c. Relation 
 Be relevant (stay on topic.) 
d. Manner 
 Be perspicuous.  
3. Non-observance of the Maxims of Cooperative Principles 
A condition in which a participant in a talk exchange may fail to 
observe a maxim in various ways, which include Violation, Opting out, 
Clash, Flouts, etc. 
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4. Implicature 
When there is difference between what the words in an utterance 
mean according to the rules of semantics and grammar, and what the 
intended meaning, the speaker implies an extra meaning namely 
implicature. 
5. Flouting a Maxim 
There is a qualitative difference between flouting and the rest of the 
cases: flouting does not reduce the quality of the communication. 
However, the others cases of non-observance of the maxims impoverish 
communication. Jokes or flirting, for instance, are cases of flouting or 
exploitation of any maxim to achieve a certain communicative purpose. 
G. Thesis Organization 
The organization of research paper is given in order to make the readers 
know and understand the content of the paper easily. The organization of this 
research paper is given as follows: 
Chapter I is the introduction of the research. It deals with the 
background of study, formulation of research problem, the purpose of the 
study, the significant of the study, scope and limitation of the study, 
definition of key terms, and research paper organization. 
Chapter II is the review of the literature. It includes the explanation 
about Spongebob Squarepants series movie, general theory of Cooperative 
Principle, non-observance of CP, the relationship of flouts of Maxims and the 
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show of Spongebob Squarepants series movie. It also includes the review of 
related previous study. 
Chapter III is the research method. It covers research design, data and 
data source, techniques of collecting data, data verification and method of 
data analysis of research. 
Chapter IV is the research finding. It contains data presentation and 
findings. 
Chapter V is the discussion. This part presents the research ideas in 
interpreting the research findings, especially interpreting the relation among 
patterns, categories and dimensions found in data analysis. 
Chapter VI is the conclusion and suggestion. The content of conclusion 
is summarizing of the main result of the research organized based on the 
research problem briefly.  On the other hand, suggestion deals much on 
giving suggestion to further research. 
